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duced an effect, and the bill brought forward by
Mr. Hope passed the legislative council. This was
by far the most remarkable measure introduced for
many years. For it amounted to a distinct con-
fession that our civil courts have proved a complete
failure, and have been seriously harmful to the
people. What is the remedy ? More Europeanisa-
tion ? Further attempts to force on the country
a system for which it is wholly unfit? Not at all.
The new measure recognised that we must take
a step back, must have less of law and more of
justice, must leave the natives to manage their own
business, and even endeavour to build up again that
which before we have derided and pulled down.
When native panchayats are to be re-established and
the usurers dealt with on the old native principles,
it is clear that wre have taken a new view of our
duties in India.

A short survey of the Deccan Agriculturists Relief
Act will show that in its desire to protect the ryot
the Indian Government has gone very near to
hamper the ordinary operations of borrower and
lender. This may be a fault on the right side, and
in so far as it is a return to the native system will
probably be worked well by the people themselves ;
but the entire Act is obviously drawn with the
intention of ousting the soucars altogether. The
judge is, in fact, given powers which entirely upset
the very first principles of freedom of contract, and
it is difficult to see what security is left to the.,
money-lender at all unless the custom of the country
discountenances breach of agreement. Whilst, there-
fore, the endeavours to bring cheap justice to the